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OUIl COVER: Like the twin arms of progress 
stretching forth in near-embrace, the almost com¬ 
pleted bridge linking Sanga-Sanga and Bongao 
accentuates the hubbub and the quaintness of the 
area. Quaintness and progress — this is the 
everyday trend along the beaches of Tawi-Tawi . 
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President of the Philippines 


It is my pleasure to greet the people and 
officials of Tawi-Tawi on the occasion of the second 
anniversary of the province, certain that in this 
brief period the province has made significant strides 
forward in beginning the great task of transforming 
its potentials into concrete form„ 

Knowing the troubled situation in the region 
which had delayed the development program aimed at 
accelerating the forward movement of the Muslim 
Filipinos, I am indeed encouraged by recent events 
which among others demonstrated the will and capacity 
of our Muslim brothers to work peacefully and product¬ 
ively in order that they may broaden the frontiers of 
growth and progress. 

I am assured that with the continuing cooperation 
of the people of Tawi-Tawi and with their unswerving 
determination to make the future better and more rewarding 
within the national constituency, the province will enter 
another new year of life with high hopes of greater 
achievement. 






Secretary ' 


It is my great honor and pleasure to extend my warmest 
greetings to all our brother Filipinos in Tawi-Tawi as you 
celebrate the second founding anniversary of your province. 

Like the rest of Mindanao, Tawi-Tawi today stand's as a 
lofty symbol of our people's strong determination to work for 
national peace and prosperity in an atmosphere of unity and 
brotherly cooperation. The social and economic development 
efforts now going on in Tawi-Tawi and the rest of Mindanao are 
aimed at no less than spreading the boons of progress to the 
greatest number of our people regardless of any cultur;l, reli¬ 
gious, regional or ethnic consideration. Thus, our development 
endeavors in Mindanao and Tawi-Tawi must not be construed as 
efforts of appeasement on the part of the government but as part 
of our overall plan to strengthen all the socio-economic structures 
of the country. It is therefore to the general interest of all 
Filipinos that your province and the rest of Mindanao Le fully 
developed. • 

May I hasten to remind ill of you that national progress 
is impossible in an atmosphere of disunity. The current strife 
that is present in some areas of Mindanao must be resolved if we 
are to attain lasting peace and progress in that region. The 
secessionist movement not only threatens the very integrity ana 
sovereignty of our country but also seriously hampers and sets 
back the momentum of our country's march toward peace and prosperity 
We shall therefore continue to rely on the support and cooperation 
of every peace-loving and freedom loving Filipino to thwart these 
threats. 

Finally, may I reiterate to all of you the policy of the 
present national leadership with regard to all our erring brothers 
who have defied the duly constituted government. We shall always 
welcome them back to our folds without bitterness. We shall take 
an active and direct hand in their rehabi litation and we shall see 
to it that their legitimate grievances are fully redressed. 

With this message, I convey my sincerest best wishes to all 
of you and I wish for'the success of your anniversary celebrations. 


REPUBLIKA NG PILIPINAS 
{REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES) 

KAGAWARAN NG TANGGULANG 3ANSA 
(DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL DEFENSE) 

TANGGAPAN NG KALIHIM 
(OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY) 

CAMP GENERAL EMILIO AGUINALDO 
QUEZON CITY 







It is a pleasure to convey my heartiest feli¬ 
citations to the public officials and the people 
of Tawi-Tawi on the occasion of its 2nd Anniversary. 

The national government, in its quest for the 
accomplishment of its national goals of peace, 
progress and unity, has taken cognizance of the 
plight of our brothers of the cultural minorities. 

It has recognized that failure to understand them 
is one of the stumbling blocks in the maintenance of 
peace and a deterrent towards the attainment of 
national unity and progress. Hence, the government 
is all-out in its efforts in confronting the problems 
of development in Muslim Mindanao. 


I am deeply gratified with the great stride 
taken by the province of Tawi-Tawi towards economic 
progress and development. The leaders, public offi¬ 
cials, and the people of the Province deserve the 
credit for this. Their cooperation has certainly 
made Tawi-Tawi as it is today. With your continued 
support, I shall look forward to seeing the Province 
advance further on all fronts of development. 


Happy anniversary celebration 


C ESPINO 
/'General, AFP 


CHIEF OF STAFF 
ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES 

CAMP GENERAL EMILIO AGUINALDO, QUEZON CITY 
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ROMULO M ESPAl/oN 
Rear Admiral AFP 


Tawi J Tawi, having survived two challenging years of 
building a new province amidst very trying circumstances, 
enters its third year, strengthened by the past and confi¬ 
dent of the future. Its people, encouraged greatly by the 
momentum of progress that has carried them through difficult 
fimes in the last couple of years, now face the future, 
determined - more than ever - to secure for their infant 
province its rightful place in the Philippine governmental 
structure as one bastion of strength in our southern frontier 
peaceful and progressive, and faithful to the nation and its 
purpose. 


To be sure, obstacles to the peace and progress t.hat 
Tawi-Tawi seeks, remain to this day, but these shall not, I 
am certain, intimidate the Tawi-Tawian; rather, it will only 
serve to make hts resolve firmer, his capacity to measure up 
to adversity greater, and hts faith in himself, his province 
and his country, much stronger. 


This is the outlook that gives me reassurance that despite 
the odds, present or forthcoming, Tawi-Tawi will prevail, that 
it will continue to steer towards prosperity for this and the 
coming generation. This is the outlook, too, that has reaffirmed 
my faith in the good people of Tawi-Tawi. 


On the occasion of the second anniversary of Inc province, 
It thus becomes my privilege and honor to extend to them my 
congratulations for two years of fruitful existence, my best 
wishes for the succeeding years and my hopes that In the years 
ahead we will find cause for an equally fulfilling celebration 
as we have found this year. 










TEOFISTO L. GAURANO 
Colonel PA (GSC) 

Deputy Commander 


My task at SUSEFCOM has not been without some degree of frustration 
and hardship .... but in the light of the great strides that we have taken, such 
frustrations and hardships become insignificant and deserve no elaboration. 

I cannot over-emphasize that the many projects now completed are the achieve¬ 
ments of our peopte. The relatively better peace and order we enjcry now was 
attaind principally because the Tawi-Tawians wanted peace jo much. They co¬ 
operated whole-heartedly with SUSEFCOM to make it a reality. 

Hand in hand we have conquered each task and each battle. Now, on Tawi- 
Tawis third year, we shall strive to move faster towards our cherished goals. 

Mabuhay! 


Republic of the Philippines 
SULU SEA FRONTIER COMMAND 
Bongao, Tawi-Tnwi 


Me 6>i.a(^e 


I join the T'twi-Tawi people in celebrating the second anniversaty of their 
province. 1 have good cause tc be happy, because I feel that 1 have in some small 
measure participated in some of the developmental projects that have seen completion 
or are ongoing for the betterment of our brother Tawi-Tawians 

On September 11, 1973, the province s inauguration, more than 95 percent 
of the populated areas was under rebel control. Only Bongao, Batu-Batu, Sanga- 
Sanga and Sibutv, where government troops were present, and a few isolated posts, 
defended by a handful of loyal policemen and civilian volunteers, remained in 
government control. Jn less than one year, the situation was reversed, and the 
lemaining rebels forces were driven into the hinterlands. Today, all the populated 
villages and municipalities are secure, firmly under government control. Thousands 
of our brothers in the hills have gone down to participate in the giant task of 
nation building. 
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Republika ng Pilipinas 
LALAWIGAN NG TAWI-TAWI 
TANGGAPAN NG GOBERNADOR 
Bongao 






Ou r s ii a tune of rapid, dramatic, and auspicious changes. Seven hundred 
thirty days after our creation as a province, we observe again, today, another phase 
of transformation into a stage we have conceived in the furtherance of the goals 
and objectives of the New Society . The task of shaping this province is not a task 
of only on? leader but of all of us. For, indeed , the progress and survival of 
Tawi-Tawi as an ally to the national progress greatly depends upon the support 
of its constituents. 
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1 am deeply moved by your eagerness and vigor to involve yourselves in 
various tangible achievements and developments of our communities. Thus, the 
need of productive manpower, efficient public service, and of your continuous support 
to hasten the socio-economic developments of the Province of Tawi-Tawi is im¬ 
perative. 

My dear people, I entrust you with the challenging task ‘of participating 
actively in the socio-economic developments of this province as well as the country 
in order that we may live in prosperity and peace. 


With deep sense of personal 
greater success in the future, 1 am 
felicitation and my best wishes to 


fulfillment and with expectations <♦/ our achieving 
happy, during this special occasiort, to express my 
everyone. 



Any. NUR G. JAAFAR 
Provincial Vice Governor 


Officer Inchaigc 








REPORT TO 


ON HIS 56th BIRTHDAY last September 11, 1973, 
Ferdinand E. Marcos signed the Presidential Decree creat¬ 
ing a beautiful cluster of three hundred seven odd islands 
in southwestern Sulu as the Province of Tawi-Tawi. 

The Presidential gesture was not devoid of meaning, 
as well as of hope. For Mr. Marcos was verily aware 
of the rich natural resources and econc nic potentials of 
the area. He was also acquainted with the sturdy and 
stoic characteristic of the peace-seeking Tawi-Tawians. 
The white, sandy beaches and swaying palms of these 
southern isles did not bedim the truth that they had 
survived the holocaust of many wars. And In his usual 
bold and decisive manner, the Chief Executive unleashed 
a flurry of pleas and persuasions — of "soft challenges" 
in a way — for the Tawi-Tawians to make true their 
promise following Martial Law that they would actively 
participate in the task of nation building and establish 
for themselves the national identity which was, and is, 
truly theirs. 

This was Tawi-Tawi's first step towards peace and 
progress as a province. And the aid that heretofore 
merely trickled in, at last began to pour in miasmic 
proportions. Today, 730 days later, the Government has 
given more development to the islands that it had since 
the end of the last World War. 

DOWN FROM THE HILLS 

After 730 days, nearly two thousand misguided 
Tawi-Tawians have come down from the hills into the 
embrace of the law. Displaced families have journeyed 
back to their places of origin. Government bunkhouses 
mushroomed to shelter returnees and evacuees; some of 
these have been rmodelled into school buildings for the 
children of those who elected to stay — and whose 
future cannot be otherwise than bright. Armed conflict 
between the military and those yet in the hills are at 
best sporadic, and a host of the returnees have become 


THE PROVINCE 


development-oriented and are now participating ever so 
actively in Government projects, happy at last that they 
are in the fruitful service of the Republic. 

PROJECTS GALORE 

Afer 730 days, the provincial government under 
the stewardship of Rear Admiral Romulo M. Espaldon 
(who is also Regional Commissioner) and his 31-year-old 
Vice Governor, Atty. Nur. G. Jaafar, pursues a five-year 
development plan called the Capital Improvement Pro¬ 
gram. With the help of other Government agencies, 
notably th Sulu Sea Frontier Command, the C1P envisions 
maximum benefits in services and facilities for citizens. 
Already, numerous — and various — projects have been 
completed, mony more are ongoing and several still are 
on the planning board. 

Indeed, the tempo of the development of Tawi-Tawi 
cannot be less than great. For example, Col. Teofisto L. 
Gaurano, the energetic Deputy Commander of the Sulu 
Sea Frontier Command (who, in the absence of Admiral 
Espaldon, is the military czar in the area) revealed that 
in the last schoolyear ulone, 48 Marcos-type prefabs 
were built all over the province. This far outranks the 
number of such prefabs erected over the same period in 
the provinces of Sulu, Basilan, Palawan and Zamboanga 
del Sur. 

The data of development in Tawi-Tawi over the past 
730 days are reflected in the list of projects and relative 
figures following this report. 

ONWARD WITH PROGRESS 

After 730 days, Tawi-Tawi is two years old as a 
province. She will have many more years to go — and 
fast. And with the help of the Government that loves 
her so, she now takes her third step to progress with the 
calm assurance that she will never again look back in 
anger and despair. For tomorrow is there, the sun al¬ 
ways rises, over Tawi-Tawi Beach. 






TOWARDS A NEW DAWN — The “ lepa *' which is the sampan of Tawi-Tawi , /ias crested the waves of many tides 

and the holocaust of many wars. But she still survives , and in surviving, triumphs. 

The “lepa” tvaltzes and obeys the foam but she is proud and stoic, sheltering while unsheltered. 

A Badjao original , she has,, across time, incorporated all of the idiosyncracies of the isles to become an institution 

and the symbol of Tawi-Tawi. 


Pointing by Datu Pangilan Jamnsnli, 
Courtesy of Datu Punjungan Amilhangsa 
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INFRASTRUCTURE AND DEVELOPMENT-ORIENTED PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN IN 730 DAYS 


V 


(COMPLETED) 


Description 


1 . 

Bongao Poblacion MSU Access Road 

2. 

Bongao Water System 

3. 

Access Road (Bongao Pier) 

4. 

Bunkhouse Nr 1 

5. 

Bunkhouse Nr 2 

6. 

Bongao Mosque 

7. 

Nalil & Pahut Feeder Road 

8. 

Swangkagang, Pasiagan Wooden Bridge 

9. 

Six (6) Culvert (Small) 

10. 

Three (3) Culvert (Big) 

11. 

Fifty (50) Mosque 

12. 

School Houses 

13. 

Taclog Bunkhouse 

14. 

Four (4) School Houses 

15. 

Access Road 

16. 

Mosque 

17. 

Pier 

18. 

Feeder Road 

19. 

Water System 

20. 

Bunkhouse 

21. 

Water System 

22. 

Clearing of Debris of Burned Barrios 

23. 

Distribution of of He, using Materials 
for Fire Victims 

24. 

Water Tank 

25. 

Water Tank 

26. 

Feeder Road and Footbridge 

27. 

Causeway 

28. 

Agar-Agar for Badjaos 

29. 

Three (3) Open Wells 

30. 

Pier 

31. 

Water System N 

32. 

Water Tank 

33. 

Feeder Road 
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Locction 

Bongoo 

Bongoo 

Bongao 

Bongao 

Bongoo 

Bongao 

Bongao 

Bongao 

Pasiagan, Bongao 
Pasiagan 
Tawi-Tawi (BO) 

Lamion; Bongao 
Tubig Boh 
Balimb.ing, Batu 2 
Balimbing, Batu 2 
Balimbing, Batu 2 
Sapa-St pa 

Sapa, l,aum & Likud Sikubing 

Tandubas 

Ungus Matata 

Ungus Matata 

Ungus Matata 


Amount Spent 

P 8 ,1 00.00 
49,048.00 
1,600.00 
14.570.00 
17,670.00 
10,800.00 
45,830.00 
2,750.00 
2,874.00 
1,530.00 
270,000.00 
9,155.00 
4,817.00 
44,000.00 


52,500.00 

30,000.00 

2,500.00 


Ungus Matata 37.500 00 

South Ubian 10,000.00 

Likud Tobawan 10,000.00 

Between Ungus Matata & Tandubas 

& Ungus Matata & Sallangan 15 000 00 

Ungus Matata 

Umapoy Island 6,000.00 

Tubig Indangan 1,000.00 

Manukmangkaw 2 000 00 

S | butu 20!000.00 

S'tangkai, Larap & Tandubanok 30 000 00 

Ubol, Tampakan <2? Tunggusong 20 000.00 

Manokmar.gkaw, Monakai, Baguid, 




INFRASTRUCTURE AND DEVELOPMENT ORIENTFD PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN IN 730 DAYS 

(COMPLETED) 


No. 


Description 


Location 


Amount Spent 


34. Water Tanks 

35. Causeway & Wooden Pier 

36. Foot Bridge to Pilot School 

37. Provincial Capitol Site 

38. Reclamation of DSW Bldg. Site 
3t. ..Causeway & Wooden Pier 

40. PNB Bldg. 

41. DBP Blag. 

42. 150 Houses 

43. 5 Units Pre-fob ES 

44. 1 Unit Pre-fab 

45. 3 Units Pre-fab 

46. 1 Unit Pre-fab MSU-SCTO 

47. 2 Units Pre-fab MSU-SCTO 

48. 2 Units Pre-fab MSU-SCTO 

49. 3 Rms. Nipa School Houses for Evacuees 


Tubig Indangan, Ubol, Tampakan 
& Bakong 

70,000.00 

Panyongan, Bongao 

P 16,200.00 

Bongao 

3,400.00 

Bongao 

2 ,000.00 
(Clearing only) 

Bongao 

20 ,000.00 

Karungdong, Bongao 

22 ,000.00 

Bongao 

23,000.00 

Bongao 

23,000.00 

Ungus Matata * 

15,300.00 

Bongao 

89,100.00 

Pasiagan 

17,820.00 

Cagayan de Sulu 

53,460.00 

Bongao 

17,820.00 

Sitangkai 

35.640.00 

Tandubanak 

35,640.00 

Larhion 

8 ,000.00 


INFRASTRUCTURE AND DEVELOPMENT-ORIENTED PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN IN 730 DAYS 

(ONGOING) 


No. 


Description 


Location 


1. Swangkagang, Pasiagan, Pahut Feeder Road 

2. Water System 

3. Six (6) Small Houses for the Fishermen 

& Exacuees 

4. Water System 

5. Pier Causeway 

6 . Housing 

7. 47 Houses (Individual) 


Bongao 

Bongao 

Lamion 

Languyan 

Languyan 

Languyan 

Bclimbing, Batu 2 


Amount Spent 

P 70,200.00 
160,000.00 
4,817.00 
25,000.00 
65,000.00 
25,000.00 
25,000.00 
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INFRASTRUCTURE AND DEVELOPMENT-ORIENTED PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN IN 730 DAYS 


(ONGOING) 


No. 


Description 


Location 


Amount Spent 


8. Water System 

9. Cold Storage 

10. Feeder Road 

11. One (1) Water Tank 

12. Feeder Road 

14. Causeway 

15. Airstrip 

16. Water System 

17. Public Market 

18. Airstrip 

19. Pier & Couseway 

20. Municipal Building 

21. Municipal Health Center 

22. V/ater System 

23. Municipal Health Center 

24. Fish Pond 

25. Radio Station 

26. Twenty Five (25) Houses 

27. Children's Recreational Center 

28. Rehabilitation of Artesian Well for 

Bunkhouses 

29. 100 Individual Houses funded 

30. 100 Houses 

31. 2 Units Pre-fab PC 

32. 4 Units Pre-fab 

33. 9 Units Pre-fab 

34. 4 Units Pre-fab MSU-SCTO 

35. 3 Units Pre-fab 

36. 4 Units Pre-fab 

37. 3 Units Pre-fab 

38. 4 Units Pre-fab 

39. Tawi-Tawi Provincial Hospital 

40. Repair of Sibutu Wharf 

41. Casting R.C. Piles for Pier 


Balimbing, Batu 2 


50,000.00 

Bilatan 


120 ,000.00 

Bilatan 



Bunai-Bunai, South Ubian to Tampakan 

10 ,000.00 

Laum Tabawan 


20 ,000.00 

South Ubian 


20 ,000.00 

Likod Tabawan 


50,000.00 

Tandubas, Sapa 2 & Sallangan 


15,000.00 

Bongao 


P360,000.00 

Ungus Miatata 


25,000.00 

Sibutu 

4 

65,000.00 

Sibutu 


80,000.00 

Sibutu 


60,000.00 

Simunul 


25,000.00 

Simunul 


60,000.00 

Swangkagang 


9,000.00 

Bongao 


23,000.00 

Lamion Point 


6,250.00 

Bongao 


5 ,000.00 

Balimbing 


1 5,000.00 

Balimbing 


25,000.00 

Languyan 


25,000.00 

Bongao 


35,000.00 

Bongao 


50,000.00 

Simunul 


74,124.00 

Bongao 


21,504.00 

Tandubas 


10,800.00 

Banaran 


10,000.00 

South Ubian 


45,000.00 

Sibutu 


14,616.00 

Bongao 


720,000:00 

Sibutu 


3,500.00 

Bongao 


94.557.00 


W 



INFRASTRUCTURE AND DEVELOPMENT-ORIENTED . PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN IN 730 DAYS 

(ONGOING) 


No. 

Description 

•Location 

42. 

2 Units Artesian Well 

Cagayan de Sulu 

43. 

1 Unit Artesian Well (Repair) 

Cago r an de Sulu 

44, 

Bongao-Lamion Road (Prov'l Project) 

Bongao 

45. 

NEA Electrification (TAWLLCO) 

Bongao 

46. 

Access Road to Capitol 

Bongao 

47. 

Vocational Training Center 

Bongao 

48. 

Airstrip 

Sariga-Sanga 

49. 

Airstrip 

Cagayan de Sulu 

50. 

Bridge 

Sanga-Sanga to Bongao 

51. 

Pier (Concrete) 

Bongao 

52 

Provincial Capitol 

Bongao 


INFRASTRUCTURE AND DEVELOPMENT-ORIENTED PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN IN 730 DAYS 

(PLANNED) 


Amount Spent 

30,000.00 

2 , 000.00 

86,000.00 

9.6 million 
85,000.00 
95,000.00 

1.6 million 
10,600,000.00 

2 , 200 , 000.00 

1,100,000.00 

2,000,000.00 


No. 


Description 


Location 


i. 

3 Wells to be drilled 

2 . 

One 

(i i 

well 

3. 

One 

id 

well 

4. 

One 

m 

well 

5. 

One 

in 

well 

6 . 

One 

m 

well 

7. 

One 

(i) 

well 

8 . 

One 

(it 

well 

9. 

One 

(D 

well 

10. 

100 

Houses 

11 . 

100 

Houses 

12 . 

One 

(i) 

well 

13. 

Ore 

(it 

well 

14. 

One 

in 

well 

15. 

One 

in 

well 

16. 

Construction of Cagayan de Sulu Wharf 


Sanga-Sanga 
Laum Sikubing 
South Ubian 
Laum Tabawan 

Banaran 
Batu-Batu 
LarViion Point 
Pasiagan 

Pangasinan Point 
Banaran 
Pahut, Bongao 
Simandagit, Bongao 
Tubig Indangan 
Basbas 

Cagayan de Sulu 


Proposed Amount 
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INFRASTRUCTURE AND DEVELOPMENT ORIENTED PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN IN 730 DAYS 


(PLANNED) 


No. Description 

17. Construction of Bongao Wharf 

18. Bongao Water Works (Steel Reservoir) 

19. Tubig Indangan Causeway 

20. Manuk Mangkaw Causeway 

21. Ubol Causeway 

22. Tgndubas Causeway 

23. Simunul Municipal Building 

2-4. Sibutu Water System (Expansion) 

25. Sibutu Public Market 

26. Tubig Indangan Public Market 

27. Bongao Public Market 

28. Sports Center 

29. NACIDA Shellcraft Center 

30. NACIDA Shellcraft Center 

31. NACIDA Shellcraft Center 

32. NACIDA Ceramics Shop 

33. Wooden Bridge 25 Ft. 

34. Repair/Rehabilitation of 30 Mosques at 

F5,000.00 each 

35. Construction of 100 Individual houses for 

Evacuees 

36. Construction of 50 Individual Houses for 

Evacuees 

37. Construction of Pilot Solar Saltbed 

38. Construction of additional 25 water tanks 

at FI 0,000.00 

39. Two Water Reservoirs 

40. Labor & Materials for 6" Pipes, 7 KM 

Water System 

41. Bongao-Nalil Road (to Bridge Site) 
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Location 


Bongao 

Bongao 

Tubig Indangan 
Manuk Mangkaw 
Ubol 

Tandubas 

Simunul 

Sioutu 

Sibutu 

Tubig Indangan 
Bongao 
Bongao 
Sibutu 

Laum Tabawan 

Simunul 

Bongao 

Between Tandubas & Sallangan 


Bilatan Island 

Latuan Island 
Pasiagan, Bongao 

South Ubian-7, Tandubas-10, Sibutu-8 

« 

Bongao 


Proposed Amount 

PI.5 million 
1.1 million 
500,000.00 

15,000.00 
15,000.00 
55,000.00 
430,000.00 
47,000.00 
45,000.00 
36,000.00 

2.6 million 
185,000.00 
1 85,000 00 
185,000.00 
85.000.00 
5.000.00 

15,000.00 


25,000.00 

12,500.00 
25,000.00 

250,000.00 
P500,000.00 

60,000.00 
165,000.00 




INFRASTRUCTURE AND DEVELOPMENT-ORIENTED PROJECTS UNDERTAKEN IN 730 DAYS 


(PLANNED) 


No. 

Description 

Location 


Proposed Amount 

42. 

Paniongan to Pangasinan Road in 

Sanga-Sanga 



150 , 000.00 

43. 

Improvement of Ungus Matata Airstrip 
to allow Aero-Transport air link-up 

«. 


15 , 000.00 

44. 

Improvement of Tabawan, South Ubian 

Airstrip to allow air link-up 



20 , 000.00 

45. 

Repair/Improvement of Causewcv and 

Wooden Pier, Pagasinan Point 

• 


10 , 000.00 

46. 

Water Reservoir £*? Water System 

SopcvScipa 

« 

25,000.00 

47, 

Access Road to Capitol Hill 

Ror.g^O 


85 , 000.00 


MILITARY-ORIENTED PROJECTS 
(COMPLETED OR NEARING COMPLETION) 


No. 

Description 

Location 

Amount- Spent 

1 . 

HSSMC Building 

Tubig Boh 

P86,480.00 

2 . 

Med-Disp-OCR & Dep HHSG 

Tubig Boh 

85,070.00 

3. 

EM's qtr & Signal 

Tubig Boh 

54,462.30 

4. 

Motor Pool 

Tubig Boh 

24,854.82 

5. 

Officer's Den 

Tubig Boh 

28,504.00 

6 . 

Deputy Comdr's Qtr 

Tubig Boh 

13,484.82 

7. 

Staff House Nr 1 

Tubig Boh 

12,893.58 

8 . 

Staff House Nr 2 

Tubig Boh 

14,303.46 

9. 

Staff House Nr 3 

Tubig Boh 

8,345.58 

10 . 

Staff House Nr 4 

Tubig Boh 

5,707.74 

11 . 

Power House 

Tubig Boh 

11,847.54 




MILITARY ORiENTED PROIECTS 
(COMPLETED OR NEARING COMPLETION) 


No. 

Dcsjc riptton 

Location 


Amount Spent 

12 . 

Pre-lab Nr 1 

1 nl i n j 11< >1 \ 


r», i in or, 

13. 

Pro lab Nr ? 

1 uhig Boh 


6,150.06 

1 4 

Pre-lab Nr 3 

1 ubig Boli 


6,1 50.06 

15. 

Pre-tab Nr 4 

Tubig Boh 


6,750.52 

16 . 

Deputy Commander HD 

Tubig Boh 


14,371.68 

17. 

OCR Civac Center 

Tubig Boh 


23,768.90 

18. 

Water Tank 

Tubig Boh 


6,857.22 

19. 

Warehouse Nr 1 

Tubig Boh 


1 2,848.1 0 

20. 

Hqs Toilet 

Tubig Boh 


8,345.58 

21 . 

Medical Toilet 

Tubig Boh 


1 1,847.34 

22. 

Bodega Nr 1 

Tubig Boh 


4,300.00 

23 

Bodega Nr 2 

1 ubig Boh 


8,600.00 

24. 

Bodega Nr 3 

Pier, Bongao 


1 3,500.00 

25. 

Pre-tab Nr 6 (Rdo Stn) 

Tubig Boh 


6,750.00 

26. 

Pre-fab Nr 7 (Sdo Stn Qtrs) 

Tubig Boh 

« 

6,750.00 

27. 

Hqs SSFC Building (Repair) 

* SSFC Compound 



28. 

Extension of Em's Kitchen 

SSFC Compound 



29. 

Pre fab Nr 8 

SSFC Compound 




MILITARY-ORIENTED PROJECTS 
(PLANNED) 

No Description Location Amount Spent 


1 . 

Pelota Court 

SSFC Compound 

2 . 

EM's Club Building 

SSFC Compound 

3. 

Basketball Court 

SSFC Compound 

4. 

Motor Pool Building 

SSFC Compound 

5. 

EM's Qtrs (Additional) 

SSFC Compound 

6 . 

Balikbayan Center 

SSFC Compound 

7. 

Youth Center One (1) Pre-fab 

Sibutu 

8 . 

Youth Center ( 1 ) Pre-fab 

Ungus Matata 

9 

Youth Center ( 1 ) Pre-fab 

Bakong 


18 





A CANCEROUS WEALTH — The seaweed used to be for the birds. Then it uas for 
everyone. It was only a year ago when the agar-agar farmer in Tawi-Tawi averaged a cool 
f2,000.00 a month. Then came depression. Now hojyes are high agaid with the proposed 
setup of an agar-agar commission to stabilize prices and bring back to the humble a 
cancerous wealth. 












REGIONAL COMMISSIONER LAUDED 

Rear Admiral Romula M. Espaldon, Governor of Tawi- ^ 

Tawi, was given a vote of confidence by the heads of 
government agencies and provincial and city governmnts 
in the region in his capacity as Regional Commissioner 
of Region IX. 

In a meeting last July at the Southwest Command 
wherein the concept and guidelines of the new office 
were presented, the conferees unanimously adopted the 
set-up of the Office of the ‘Regional Commissioner. 

The concurrence automatically made effective the 
functions of the Regional Commissioner. 

In line with the basic objective of the Regional 
Commissioner to generate a momentum for development 
in the region, the regional offices should undergo a re¬ 
orientation of policies and objectives to be responsive to 
local needs. 

The concept of operations of the offices are: analysis 
of political factions in the region, identification of im¬ 
pact projects, information drive, institution of a moni¬ 
toring feed-back system and provision of training for 
future leaders. 

Admiral Espaldon explained to the group that the 
creaticn of the offices of Regional Commissioners in two 
regions served as a pilot project for the concept. ^ 

If successful. Regional Commissioners will be ap¬ 
pointed in the other regions, with the objectiev of having i 

a feaeral system of government in the country / he added. 

He also explained that he has the sole authority to 
appoint or remove for due cause Provincial and District 
Engineers, although it was not specifically mentioned 
in the Let I or of Instruction. 









PNB, DBP INAUGURATION 

The Philippine National Bank inaugurated its Tawi- 
Tawi Agency at Bongao on April 28, 1975 at the Sulu 
Sea Frontier Command compound. Merulo C. Domingo 
is the Manager of the PNB Tawi-Tawi Agency. 

Heads of Offices in the province as well as barrio 
officials arid civic spirited citizens attended the inaugu- 
1 ration. 

Mrs Eleonor Espaldon, first lady of the province, 
cut the ceremonial ribbon. She was assisted by Mrs. 
Bella Amilbangsa, wife of the former Provincial Vice- 
Governor. 

Exactly two months later, on June‘28, 1975 the 
Development Bank of the Philippines also inaugurated 
its Tawi-Tawi Sub-branch next door to the PNB. The 
inauguration was graced by the presence of no less thou 
Executive Secretary Alejandro Melchor and Rear Admiral 
Romulo Espaldon, Regional Commissioner and Governor 
of Tawi-Tawi. Heads of Offices of the province, berrio 
officials, businessman, civic leaders and religious leaders 
also attended the occasion. 

In his speech, Melchor called upon all rebels to return 
to the fold of the law so that progress will soon be 
realized. He further advised the citizenry to forget 
politics. 

Likewise, Espaldon during his welcome address called 
upon all rebels to come out of hiding and join the strive 
for the common good. He further stressed to forget 
grudges and instead work hand in hand with the gov¬ 
ernment for the quick developmen. of the province and 
the country as a whoie. 

Executive Secretary Melchor praised Augusto C. 
^ Roxas, Manager of the DBP Tawi-Tawi Sub-branch, for 

accepting his present position even as the area is con¬ 
sidered by many as critical. 

JAAFAR IS VICE-GOVERNOR 

Atty. Nur G. Jaofar, 31, former Provincial Af orney, 



n<()\ l:\CI AE * II KS I LAD), Mrs. Eleonor Esfpaldon {second 
front left I graces the inauguration of TtVB Tawi-Tawi. Below , 
youthful Trot inrial Attorney i\ttr. Jaafar takes oath as Tice 
Covrenor 
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NEWSCOOPS... 

was sworn in as Tawi-Tawi Vice-Governor by Rear Aa- 
miral Romulo Espaldon at simple rites at the SOWESCOM 
on May 7. Jaafar replaced Atty. Mohammad San Arnil- 
hasan who joined the Bureau of Internal Revenue's re¬ 
gional office in Zambcanga City. 

Jaa*ar's appointment attested to the need for young 
and dynamic leadership in the Province and was met 
with generally favorable reaction from the populace. 
Jaafar hails from the agar-agar country of Sibutu. The 
nin thrust of his administration is towards develop¬ 
mental undertakings and he calls upon the young Tawi 
Tawians to join hands in the pursuit of this task 

SUSEFCOM SCHOLARSHIP TO BADJAOS 

The Sulu Sea Frontier Command gave schu.arship to 
ten school-age badjaos (sea gypsies) this school year. 

SUSEFCOM DEPUTY COMMANDER Col. Teofisto L. Gaurano 
explains to newsman that in the last schoolyear alone , the 
Government has hath 48 Marcos prefab schoolhouses (ri^hl 
photo). The number surpasses all such school/.ottses erected 
in Sulu, Hasilan, Palawan and 'Aambountfa del Sur. 



Colonel Teofisto L. Gaurano, Susefcom Deputy Com¬ 
mander said the scholars are enrolled in the Notre Dame 
of Bongao Elementary School. 

The/ are given free tuition, clothing and necessary 
school supplies. 

In this connection, the Susefcom also constructed a 
pre-fab school in Lamion point for the Badjao children. 

9 FARMS MANAGEMENT TECHNICIANS 
FOR TAWI-TAWI 

Provincial Agriculturist Miralam Tillah, Jr. has for¬ 
warded to the Civil Service Commission the names of 
Nine Farms Management technicians who will compose 
the first team of Bureau of Agricultural Extension work¬ 
ers in lawi fawi. 

Upon attestation of their appointments, the 9 agri¬ 
cultural extension workers will undergo on-the-job train¬ 
ing in Tawi-Tawi before being fielded to their respective 
assignments. 

A second batch of Farm Management Technicians 
has already been recommended to Provincial Governor 
Rear Admiral Romulo Espaldon and the recommendation 
is expected approved very soon. 

ANUDDIN TO TOP SCHOOL POST 

Schools Division Superintendent Dr. Juanito Bruno 
relinquished his position to Hadji Majindi Anuddin in a 
simple turnover ceremony held at the Division Office 
Conference Hall in Bongao. Turnover rited also featured 
die assignment of former Provincial Secretary Singa S. 
Alam as the Assistant Division Superintendent. 

Doctor Bruno assumed his new position as Assistant 
Regional Director of public schools during the ceremony. 
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WIRES AND CARLES oj the Tawi-Tawi Electric Cooperative 
{above right) will soon light up the streets and iesiderices of 
Bongao. In loner photo , tot hungs suspended as civic action 
progresses. Above, members of the Tan: but i Dance Troupe of 
the Mindanao State I'niversity Sulu ('.allege of Technology ami 
Oceanography during their much-applauded presentation at the 
auditorium of the University of the East in Manila. UE Vice 
President Blanco awarded the Tambuli Dance Troupe with a 
bronze plaque in recognition of its *'splendid and highly ac¬ 
claimed development in the ccuntry.” Blanco is shown in the 
middle of the group along with Dr. Antonio Isidro , iJE lice 
President for Academic Affairs , Edwin Acoba , MSU l ice Bres- 
idcnt for Development based in Marawi City , Alan Timbayan , 
Director of the Muslim Information Center and Mrs. Ligaya E. 
Amilhangsa, troupe directress. 




NEWSCOOPS... 

Doctor Bruno took to task the military, particularly the 
Sulu Sea Frontier Command under the direct supervision 
of Col. Teofisto Guurano, as responsible for the success 
of his administration. 

TAWI-TAWI CULTURAL SOCIETY 

The Tawi-"'awi Historical ond Cultural Society was 
formed early August with Mrs. Ligaya Amilbangsa of 
MSU-SCTO as President. 

Former Provincial Secretary and now Assistant Su¬ 
perintendent of Schools Smgo S. Alom was elected Vice- 
President 

The society's reason for being is primarily, the pre¬ 
servation and revival of the cultures of the Samal, Bad- 
jao, Tausog and Jamah Mapun populating the province 
of Tawi-Tav/i. 

ASSESSOR'S OFFICE REPORTS INCREASE 

The Provincial Assessor's Office last June reported 
a marked increose of more than 200% in the assessed 
value of reol property in the province since its separation 
less than two years ago from the then province of Sulu. 


Jn Search of Rapport 


ZAMBOANGA 
PEACE TALKS 



TAWI-TAWI DELEGATION IS ON THE FOREFRONT 
/AMHO PEACE CONI AH. 


CUSTOMS REV UP 3007 o 

The Bureau of Customs reported that an unprece¬ 
dented increase of 5007* in collection has been noted 
for the fiscal year ending 1974. According to Collector 
of Customs Baraluddin Ajihil, a total of P62,371.43 was 
collected for the fiscal year ending June this year as 
compared to only PI 6,779.00 for fiscal year 1973-74. 

Collector Ajihil added that customs collection will 
greatly improve if the Barter Trade wil. be implemented 
in the province. He said that the Bureau of Customs 
will be behind all moves for on early Barter Trade im¬ 
plementation in Tawi-Tawi. 

Compiled by DPI 

from the DXRT Newsroom 


The Mindanao Muslims have always lived peace¬ 
fully with Filipino Christians under the same form of 
Government. But the surge of new ideas — and ideo¬ 
logies — brought about certain imperatives for change. 

There ere so-called "compelling causes" for this 
desire for change. Some Muslims, for instance, still ad¬ 
vocate the right to govern themselves. Others think 
that the Government is out to disposes them of their 
landholdings and eradicate Islam. And so they feel that 
they must fight to stave off the effects. These and 
other factors, aggravated by the self-servina and subver¬ 
sive design of the so-called Moro National Liberation 
Front (MNLF), contributed to the adversely changing 
situation of the present Mindanao conflict. 

The Government has always tried to use all possible 
approaches to resolve these problems. The Administra¬ 
tion has doubled its efforts at accelerating the socio- 


economic, political and cultural development of the re¬ 
gion. In providing the Muslims with an enlightened and 
dedicated leadership, the Government has granted more 
privileges to them than to the major segment of our 
population. 

In his desire to find the ultimate solution to the 
Mindanao problem, President Marcos early in the year 
sent Executive Secretary Alejandro Melchor to Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia, to meet with foreign-based MNLF. But 
the Jeddah talks failed because the MNLF's irresponsible 
demands threatened the country's integrity arid sover¬ 
eignty. 

However, the search for peace did no.t end in Jeddah. 
The Government called for a dialogue in Zamboanga 
City on April 17-19. The massive preparations *or the 
Peace Talks included the air-dropping of leaflets and 
the issuance of safe-conduct passes, contact and security 
measures and other administrative support. Convinced 
by the sincerity of the Government, 202 Filipino Muslim 
delegates and observers participated in the dialogue. 

The Zamboanga Talks reflected the sensitivities and 
tolerance, fears, aspirations, demands, resolutions and 
manifestations of all the participants. The extensive dis¬ 
cussion enabled the Government Panel to listen to, ap¬ 
preciate, and evaluate the grievances and the root causes 
of th unrest in the area. 

As an aftermath of the Talks, the President created 
the Southern Philippines Development Authority (SPDA), 
the main thrust of which was — and is — to work 
for the uplift of the Muslim populace. Setting aside sub¬ 
stantial amounts for scholarships to the Muslims and 
other members of the cultural minority, Mr. Marcos then 
commissioned some 45 returnees to be AFP officers and 
integrated able Muslims into the special units of the 
Armed Forces. 

SECOND SYMBIOSIS 

Against this backdrop, the consensus was that there 
could hardly be a more meaningful approach to Muslim- 
Christian relations than another heart-to-heart dialogue. 


And on the fair afternoon of June 30, the second Zam¬ 
boanga Peace Talks reeled off at the State College with 
427 rebels and returnees in attendance. Except for 
Ambassador Lininding Pangandaman, who was abroad, 
the olher members of the all-Muslim Government Panel 
(Maguindanao Gov. Simeon Datumanong, Lanao's Brig. 
Gen. Mamarinta Loo and Comelec Commissioner Hashim 
Abubakar) were present. 

The immed.ate implementation of the newly created 
SPDA — as well as equal representation of all Muslim 
provinces in its staffing pattern — quickly emerged as 
the common clamor This came alongside the general 
demand for the acceleration of the development of Mus¬ 
lim Mindanao. The rebel groups also urged the rntegro' 
tion of Muslim religious teachers into the educational 
system, the establishment of a university in Zamboanga 
City, an accelerated scholarship program and employment 
priority for returnees* the establishment of an export 
processing zone in the region and the lowering of fees 
and dues to the yearly pilgrimage to Mecca from P7.000 
to P4,000 per pilgrim. Every ear on the Panel offered 
genuine interest. 

On the 3rd day on July 1, the Panel referred to the 
conference a proposal from Mohammad Hassan Al- 
Touhamy, secretary-general of the Islamic Foreign Mi¬ 
nisters Conference based in Jeddah. The proposal sought 
to creat a self-governing state out of Mindanao, Basilan, 
Sulu and Palawan and was intended to form the basis 
for the resumption of further talks between the Philip¬ 
pine Government and Foreign representatives of the 
MNLF While submitting the draft-agenda to the con¬ 
ference, the Government withheld official comment on 
the same. But it did invite Al-Touhomy to visit the 
country and discuss the matter with the Government and 

Muslim leaders 

As the Peace Talks drew to a close, a nostalgic 
refrain arose from a simple demand aired on opening 
day: that Christian rebel groups be included in future 
peace talks. Amidst all the flurry and oratory, if pro¬ 
vided a thunderous whisper that told of the binding 
chords of brotherhood between Muslims and Christians, 
and among one nation of Filipinos. 
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730 DAYS 
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PC CHIEF FI DEI. KAMOS nets informal 
jdune side briefing from Admiral Espuldon (left 
photo) even us Vice Governor Jnufar (marked 
x above) treks up the hill to successfully ne¬ 
gotiate for the return of Commanders Gerry 
Matba , Julhabib, Ismael , Ibrahim, Abraham 
and their followers to the fold of the law. In 
lower photo', tireless Colonel Gaurano, SSFC 
Deputy Chief, shoots ,out instructions to hasten 
work on developmental projects. 
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SiSF.FCOM UK i 1)01 JRTKRS Itojt rinht i i.v n/irriv.s u h entire 
of activity even us the cotnplex < right, above at nf 

Radyo Tatvi-Tau i \above I Jo share in the building of a 

better tomorrnu . 
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//V FKKMISH TEMl'O work goes on at Ca¬ 
pitol $ite where Col. Gaurano, former /'r or- 
ittcial Secretory Singa S. Alarn ami other offi¬ 
cials watch liongao Mayor Hinging Ho "sr ings 
the shovel' at groundbreaking rites (top pho¬ 
tos). At right , aircraft taxies the long airstrip 
at Sanga-Sanga to link Tawi-Tawi with the. 
re*t of the country. 

I above, right I Admiral Esjuddon stresses l 
field officers the ini pot fi/mr of put suing the 
policy of attraction. 
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THE MUKDUXt MOS¬ 
QUE in Tit big Indnngan 
(top, left) is an histo¬ 
rical atul religious heri¬ 
tage. At left, below, the 
capital of the province 
basks under a mid-morn¬ 
ing sun. Top (right) 
photo shows the Bongao 
peak, while below, a wa' 
terlank is completed. 
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PROVINCIAL IIKALTIl OFFICER Rodolfo 
Gar jin and stall scale out patients [above) 
even as work progresses on the Provincial 
Hospital in Lamion. Right photo shows the 
2.5 kilometer provincial road leading to the 
hospital. Already 90% completed , the road is 
funded by the provincial government at a cost 
of F86,000.00. Below, the Bongao Public Mar. 
ket rises, bile VG Jaafar end Col. Gnnrano 
issue relief goods to evacuees. 















